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When Natasha, the character who represents the lovely feminine
girl, makes her first appearance in society, she is consumed with the
desire to make an impression and to be admired and loved by
everyone. Her narcissistic need to be loved, and her inability to
resist ardent wooing even from the "wrong man," lead her to
commit the tragic error through which she attains full maturity.
Natasha's narcissism emanates warmth and willingness to return
love for love: "Natasha fell in love the very moment she entered the
ballroom. She was not in love with anyone in particular, but with
everyone."

Like all Tolstoy's characters, Natasha is taken from real life.
Women like her are a living refutation of Freud's assertion2 that a
feminine woman does not love but lets herself be loved. Feminine
love, the core of the "feminine woman," is naturally passive-
narcissistic. If this love is not pathologically distorted, it can be
likened to a fire that radiates warmth. One must come near to such
a fire, sometimes one must even stir it up; but it sends out rays of
various kinds in many directions, and the value of its "passive"
achievement is not inferior to that of the most "active" love.

As further traits of femininity we have cited a strong tendency
toward passivity and an intensification of masochism. If we replace
the expression "turn toward passivity" by "activity directed inward,"
the term "feminine passivity" acquires a more vital content, and the
ideas of inactivity, emptiness, and immobility are eliminated from
its connotation. The term "activity directed inward" indicates a
function, expresses something positive, and can satisfy the feminists
among us who often feel .that the term "feminine passivity" has
derogatory implications.

" Feminine masochism" follows the same path as "activity
directed inward." By analogy we can say that woman's activity
directed inward is parallel to man's intensified activity directed
outward, and her mascohism is parallel to the masculine aggression
that accompanies his activity, particularly at the end of adolescence.
To reassure the reader, we shall anticipate our discussion of feminine
masochism by pointing out that it lacks the cruelty, destructive
drive, suffering and pain by which masochism manifests itself in
perversions and neuroses.

Before describing our feminine-erotic types, we shall briefly outline
the fundamental elements of their psychologic structure. These are:
(i) the instinctual life, which in the feminine woman has a passive-
masochistic character (later we shall show the genesis and develop-
2 Op, cit.